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Enhancing Education Through Technology Grant
Teacher Application 2010-2011

Laureen Blickenstaff

Name:

Eagle Valley M.S. Minturn Middle School
Gypsum Creek M.S. [ ] Vail Ski & Snowboard Academy
Berry Creek M.S. (O

. i 6and 7
SubJect Area: Reading/Language Arts & ELA Grade(s): an

Teacher Signature:

This letter serves as notification to Eagle County Schools of my intent to participate in
the 2009-10 Enhancing Education Through Technology Grant program. I also
understand that any missed deadline or training may result in disqualification. I further
understand that Eagle County Schools will make all decisions regarding scoring of the
deliverables rubric, final decisions regarding stipends, and there is no appeal.

I, the undersigned, hereby notify ECS of my intent to participate.

Digitally signed by laureen.blickenstaf

Teacher Signature: laureen.blickenstaff it it 9/19/10

Principal Signature:

My signature below indicates that in my professional opinion this teacher has
demonstrated professional quality and excellence and should be allowed to participate
in this program. I understand that my signature carries no weight in the scoring
process that follows, but is an entry requirement for this teacher to participate.

Principal Signature: Date:

RETURN TO MARY PAT WITT IN PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT/ DISTRICT OFFICE


initiator:david.russell@eagleschools.net;wfState:distributed;wfType:email;workflowId:944d5ee15c744f48bfb6f9600a7d2fa3


Enhancing Education Through Technology Grant
Application Questionnaire

1. As a professional teacher, what instructional problem would
you like to target or resolve by participating in this project?

There are two instructional problems | would like to target through my participation in this project: engagement and
differentiation.

First of all, | am encouraged to better incorporate technology in my curriculum because of the high level of engagement |
witness in my students when they are using technology. Simply using a computer to type an assignment versus writing it
on paper greatly increases on-task behavior. | feel that affective learning time is exponentially greater when students are
creating or publishing their own work.

Secondly, | am convinced that integrating technology into my curriculum is one of the best ways possible to differentiate
learning. It allows students to work at their own pace and according to their own readiness. As an ELA teacher, | have
students at disparate learning levels within each of my classes. Having multi-level assignments available online for
students to choose from according to their own needs will help me differentiate to ensure that all students are challenged.
Concurrently, | would like to create effective rubrics for such assignments to ensure that my assessments are also valid.

2. What 21° century proficiencies do you hope your students
will be able to demonstrate and how will you help them
achieve those skills by participating in this grant?

The two main 21st century proficiencies | would hope to see developed in my middle school students are critical thinking
and self-direction. | would like for them to learn to look critically at written information to identify the purpose and
credibility of the contents. In order for their problem solving skills to improve they must be able to ask critical questions
and be adept at research. | can help them achieve these skills by creating lesson plans that incorporate technology and
target the Research and Reasoning standard.

Further, | want to help my students take responsibility for their own learning by encouraging goal setting and
self-evaluation. | know that a student is much more likely to reach a goal if they have set it themselves and helped
formulate an attainable action plan. | want to develop tools to help them self-assess their progress and detect gaps in
learning as these are crucial skills in a differentiated classroom.
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